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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EAIR, PEPR, SOPN, UR 

SUBJECT: WASHINGTON POST ARTICLE ON KAL INCIDENT 

1 . WASHINGTON POST APRIL 26 FRONT-PAGED LENGTHY KEVIN 
KLOSE ARTICLE TITLED: "SOVIETS: MOSCOW WANTED PLANE DOWN." 
KLOSE QUOTES "SOVIET SOURCES" AS REVEALING THAT THE DECISION 
WAS MADE IN MOSCOW TO FORCE THE PLANE DOWN BY EIRING ON IT, 
BUT TO BRING IT DOWN IN A CONDITION THAT WOULD PERMIT A 
THOROUGH EXAMINATION OE THE AIRCRAET FOR SUSPECTED ELECTRON- 
IC INTELLIGENCE GEAR. SOVIET AIR DEEENSE COMMAND ALLEGEDLY 
FEARED THE PLANE COULD BE AN INTELLIGENCE CRAFT POSING AS 
AN AIRLINER, AND BECAME "CONVINCED," AS THE PLANE CONTINUED 
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SOUTH AND FAILED TO RESPOND TO RADIO INQUIRIES AND CIRCLING 
INTERCEPTORS, THAT THE AIRCRAFT WOULD "SUDDENLY TURN WEST 
AND ELEE TO SAFETY OVER THE NEARBY FINNISH BORDER, CARRYING 
WITH IT VALUABLE INTELLIGENCE DATA." THE SOVIET SOURCES 
REPORTEDLY STATED THAT MOSCOW EEARED THAT "WESTERN INTELLI- 
GENCE AGENCIES HAD SEIZED UPON THE VISIT ... OF SECRETARY 
VANCE AS AN OPPORTUNITY TO PENETRATE SOVIET DEFENSE PERI- 
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METERS," REASONING THAT THE SOVIETS WOULD NOT SHOOT DOWN 
SUCH A PLANE AND THEREBY CREATE AN "EMBARRASSING INCIDENT." 

2. KLOSE'S STORY CLAIMS THAT HIS SOURCES ARE SOVIETS WHO 
HAVE MADE A PRACTICE OF SPEAKING INFORMALLY TO WESTERN 

JOURNALISTS AND WHO ARE CONSIDERED IN MOSCOW TO BE ABLE TO 
SPEAK AUTHORITATIVELY ON CERTAIN MATTERS FROM TIME TO 
TIME. VANCE 
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